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PENITENTIARY—DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TRANSMITTING 

A report of the Inspectors of the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia, 
for the year 1843. 

January 23, 1844. 
Read, and referred lo ihe Committee for the District of Columbia. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
I transmit herewith the report of the inspectors of the penitentiary of the 

District of Columbia for the past year, with the accompanying documents. 
JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, January 19, 1844. 

Inspectors’ Room, Penitentiary D. C., 
Washington, January 18, 1844. 

Sir : The board of inspectors of the penitentiary for the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, having prepared their fifteenth annual report, beg leave to submit 
the same to you, and to request that it may be transmitted to Congress. 

1 have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM MINOR, 

Secretary to the Board. 
The President of the United States. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
In obedience to the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1829, the fif¬ 

teenth annual report of the board of inspectors of the penitentiary for the 
District of Columbia, showing the state and condition of that institution,, 
is respectfully submitted to Congress. 

The papers herewith transmitted, (and numbered from 1 to 5,) emanat¬ 
ing from the several officers of the penitentiary, form a part of the annual 
statement required by law \ and will be found to contain the receipts and 
Blair & Rives, print. 
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disbursements of the past year; the number and occupation of the con¬ 
victs ; the prisoners received and discharged ; with the number remain¬ 
ing in the penitentiary at the close of the year, and their general health, 
with their moral and religious condition. 

In consequence of the pressure of the times, the person who had hired 
the labor of the convicts for several years past, was compelled to relinquish 
his contract ; since which, the prisoners have been employed in the man¬ 
ufacture of shoes, &c., on account of the institution. 

It being made the duty of the inspectors, “ if the penitentiary shall fail 
to support itself,” to state, in their annual report to Congress, what they 
suppose to be “the reason of said failure,” they beg leave to say that the 
expenses of the institution do greatly exceed the receipts ; and that this 
has ever been the case from its foundation; and that it must continue to 
Lcs so, until the number of convicts be considerably increased. Without 
entering into a minute detail of particulars, it will be seen that the same 
number of officers and the same general expenses are required for a small 
as for a large number of convicts; while the amount of the receipts for the 
product of labor is in proportion to the number of hands employed. The 
inspectors, therefore, would respectfully suggest whether Congress should 
not provide, by law, for the removal to this institution of all such persons 
as shall be convicted, in the different States, of violating the penal laws of 
the United States, for which confinement in a penitentiary is prescribed 
as the punishment. The inspectors are the more impressed with the im¬ 
portance of presenting this view to Congress, from the fact that this is the 
only institution of the kind established under the authority of, and sup¬ 
ported by, the National Government; and that the General Government 
pays to some of the States thirty cents, and to others fifty cents per day, for 
the support and maintenance of United States prisoners who are confined in 
the States’ prisons or penitentiaries. By such an arrangement as is here 
proposed, the money paid from the treasury of the United States to the 
States, for the support of convicts, would not only be saved, but the prod¬ 
uct of labor of such convicts, added to the proceeds realized at present, 
would, in all probability, enable this institution to support itself with little 
or no aid from the Government. 

All of which is respectfully submitted : 
THOMAS SEWALL, 
THOMAS DONOHO, 
WILLIAM MINOR. 
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Dr. Penitentiary for the District of Columbia in account current with the United States. Cr. 

To balance in hands of warden, and unexpended, December 
31, 1842 . 

To balance in the treasury of the United States, and undrawn 
December 31, 1842 ...... 

To amount appropriated by act of Congress of March 3, 1843 
To cash received in 1843 for labor of prisoners, and for articles 

manufactured and sold at the penitentiary - 

$930 79 

14,735 38 
5,000 00 

4,533 83 

By amount paid for rations, beds, bedding, and for clothes for 
prisoners, in 1843 ...... 

By amount paid for repairs to buildings, gutters, &c. - 
By amount paid for fuel - 
By amount paid for tools and implements of trade, and for 

raw materials to be worked up in carpenter’s shop - 
By amount paid for tools and implements of trade, and for 

raw materials to be worked up in shoe shop 
By amount paid to discharged convicts * 
By amount paid for horse-feed and for repairs to carriage 
By amount paid for medicine and hospital stores 
By amount paid for books and for stationery --- 
By amount paid for filling ice house - 
By amount paid for postage on letters and pamphlets 
By amount paid for coal for use of smiths’ shop 
By amount paid for oakum 
By amount paid to officers and agents ... 

$2,284 
310 
464 

384 

1,316 
67 
91 
50 
39 
55 
11 
20 

9 
9,379 

71 
05 
67 

50 

85 
00 
27 
54 
50 
30 
56 
83 
58 
70 

To balance in hands of warden, and unexpended, December 
31, 1843 . 

To balance in the treasury of the United States, and undrawn 
December 31, 1843 - - - - - - 

25,200 00 

$979 60 

9,734 34 

10,713 94 

Balance in hands of warden, and unexpended, December 
31, 1843 ------ 

Balance in the treasury of the United States, and un¬ 
drawn, December 31, 1843 - - 

14,486 06 

979 60 

9,734 34 

25,200 00 

05 
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Journal of convicts in the penitentiary for the District of Columbia, in all the year 18 *3, with the time of reception, 
employment, discharge, pardon, 6pc. 

No. 

1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

When received. 

June 
Dec. 

May 
June 
April 
Sept. 
Oct. 
June 
June 
Nov. 
Nov. 
March 
March 
March 
April 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
April 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 

6, 1835 
12, 1836 

13.1837 
24.1837 
23, 1838 
27, 1838 
20, 1838 
15, 1839 
17, 1839 
19, 1839 
26, 1839 
19, 1840 
19, 1840 
21, 1840 

9, 1840 
27, 1840 

7, 1841 
7, 1841 

16, 1841 
18,1841 
18,1841 
18.1841 
18, 1841 
18, 1841 
10, 1841 
19.1841 
19, 1841 
19,1841 
19, 1841 
19, 1841 

Names. 

O. McM. - 
H. S. 

J. F. 
N. L. 
H. B. 
J. B. H. - 
J. D. 
W. N. - 
W. K. - 
W. R. - 
J. G. 
J. H. 
S. S. 
W. H. U. 
J. C. 
J. S. 
J. H. S. - 
W. McM. 
J. B. 
N. B. 
s. c. 
W. C. - 
J. A. 
F. T. 
J. B. * - 
C. B. 
T. M. - 
T. J. 
A. W. - 
J. McC. - 

Sex and color. 

White man 
Negro man 

Do 
Whiteman 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Mulatto man - 
White man 

Do 
Do 

Copper color man 
Yellow man - 
White man 

Do 
Do 

Black man 
White man 
Yellow man - 
White man 
Black man 
Mulatto man - 
White man 
Black boy 
White man - 

Do 
Yellow man - 
Black man 

Do 
White man 

Term of sentence. 

8 years 
7 years 

7 years 
6 years 
5 years 
10 years 
10 years 
5 years 
5 years 
4 years 
5 years 
6 years 
9 years 
4 years 
3 years 
3 years 
4 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
3 years 
5 years 
2 years 
2 years 
3 years 
3 years 
3 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 

Crime. 

Manslaughter 
Assault and robbery on the 

highway - 
Forgery - 
Stealing - 

Do 
Forgery - 
Robbing the mail 
Forgery - 
Stealing - 

Do 
Horse-stealing 
Stealing - 

Do 
Do 
Do 

House-burning 
Forgery - 
Stealing - 

Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Horse-stealing 
Do 

Stealing - 
Do 
Do 

How employed. 

Shoemaking 

Do - 
Do. 
Do - 

Broom-making 
Shoemaking 
Baking. 
Shoemaking 
Broom-making. 
Painting 
Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do - 
Do - 
Do. 

Tailoring - 
Shoemaking 

Do - 
Do.. 
Do. 
Do - 
Do - 
Do. 

Servant. 
Shoemaking. 

Do - 
Servant 
Shoemaking 

When and how discharged. 

Released June 6, 1843. 

Released Dec. 12,1843. 

Released June 24, 1843. 
Released April 21, 1843. 
Pardoned July 12, 1843. 

Pardoned Nov. 2, 1843. 

Released Nov. 18, 1843. 

Released April 9, 1843. 
Released Nov. 26,1843. 

Released Jan. 6, 1843. 
Released Jan. 16, 1843. 
Released March 17, 1843. 

Released March 17, 1843. 
Released March 17, 1843. 

Released June 19, 1843. 
Released June 19,1843. 
Released June 19, 1843. 

4— 
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31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 

June 19, 1841 
June 19,1841 
Nov. 20, 1811 
Nov. 20, 1841 
Nov. 20, 1841 
Nov. 20, 1841 
Nov. 24, 1841 
Nov. 27, 1841 
March 12, 1842 
March 12, 1842 
March 12, 1842 
March 12, 1842 
March 19, 1812 
March 26, 1842 
March 26, 1842 
March 26, 1842 
March 26, 1842 
March 26, 1842 
April 9, 1842 
April 9, 1842 
April 9, 1842 
June 13,1842 

C. B. B. - 
P. B. 
H. M. - 
H. S. 
T. S. 
W. M. - 
L. C. 
A. S. 
T. T. 
V. G. 
J. F. 
C. S. 
B. B. 
G. McD. - 
J. T. 
T. J. 
M. J. 
A. S. 
A. F. B. * 
J. M. 
W. R. - 
J. B. 

53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

June 25, 1842 
June 25, 1842 
June 25, 1842 
June 27, 1842 
July 2, 1842 
Nov. 25, 1842 
Nov. 25, 1842 
Nov. 25, 1842 
Nov. 30, 1842 
Nov. 30, 1842 
Feb. 15, 1843 
Feb. 15, 1843 
March 9, 1843 
March 9, 1843 
March 21. 1843 
March 21, 1843 
March 21, 1843 
March 21, 1843 
March 21, 1843 

W. C. 
J. P. 
G. T. 
W. T. - 
T. B. 
R. B. 
J. W. 
A. E. 
W. M. - 
F. R. 
G. D. VV. - 
s. w. 
E. S. 
J. D. 
W. N. - 
D. J. 
W. C. - 
B. B. 
W. G. - 

Do 
Do 

Black woman - 
Mulatto man - 
White man 

Do 
Yellow man - 
White man 
Black man 

Do 
White man 
Black man 

Do 
White man 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Yellow man - 
White man 
Black boy 
Yellow boy 
Bright mulatto 

boy 
Black man 
White man 
Black man 

Do 
White man 
Mulatto man - 
While man 
Black woman - 
White boy 

Do 
White man 
Black man 
White man 
Black man 
White man 
Yellow man - 
White man 
Black woman - 
Black man 

3 years 
2 years 
1 y’rand 6 mos. 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
2 years 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
4 years 
2 years 
4 years 
2 years 
2 years 
11 years 
2 years 
3 years 

Forgery - - 
Hog-stealing 
Stealing 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Forgery 
Stealing 

Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Violent assault 
Manslaughter 
Stealing 

Do 

Do 
Burglary and stealing 

2 y’rs and 6 mos. 
3 years 
4 years 
2 years 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
4 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
1 year 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
2 years 
3 years 
4 years 
3 years 
2 years 
2 years 
3 years 

Stealing 
Do 

Robbery 
Stealing 

Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Do. 
Do - 

Washing & mending 
Shoemaking 

Do - 
Do - 
Do - 
Do - 
Do - 
Do. 
Do. 
Do - 

Cooking - - 
- Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Do. 

Carpentry. 
Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. . 

* Do. 
Laborer. 
Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Laborer 
Carpentry. 
Servant. 

- Cooking. 
Washing & mending. 
Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Baking. 
Shoemaking. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do - 
Do. 

- Washing & mending. 
Shoemaking. 

Released June 19, 1843. 
Released May 20, 1843. 
Released Nov. 20, 1843. 
Released Nov. 20, 1843, 
Released Nov. 20, 1843. 
Released Nov. 23, 1843. 
Released Oct. 27, 1843. 
Released Sept. 12, 1843. 

Released Sept. 12, 1843. 
Released Sept. 19, 1843, 

Released Dec. 26, 1843. 

Pardoned August 26, 1843. 
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No. When received. Names. Sex and color. Term of sentence. Crime. How employed. When and how discharged. 

72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 

March 21, 1843 
March 28, 1843 
April 10, 1843 
April 10, 1843 
April 10, 1843 
April 14, 1843 
June 29, 1843 
July 20, 1843 
Aug. 14, 1843 
Sept. 5, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 11, 1843 
Nov. 18, 1843 
Nov. 29, 1843 
Nov. 29, 1843 
Nov. 29, 1843 
Nov. 29, 1843 
Nov. 29, 1843 

D. B. 
F. R. 
H. M. - 
E. B. 
W. D. - 
J. T. 
J. W. C. - 
G. B. 
R. B. 
J. S. 
J. C. 
H. B. 
A. C. 
W. G. - 
W. F. - 
C. B. 
G. D. 
C. B. 
J. T. 
G. B. 
J. T. 
S. M. 

White man 
Do 

Blackman 
White man 
Mulatto boy 
White man 

Do 
Yellow man - 
Yellow boy 
Mulatto man - 
Black man 
Mulatto woman 
Black man 
White man 
Yellow man - 

Do 
Whiteman 

Do 
Do 

Black man 
Do 

White woman - 

2 years 
3 years 
3 years 
3 years 
2 years 
3 years 
2 years 
2 years 
2 years 
3 years 
l y’r and 6 mos. 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
2 years 
3 years' 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
2 years 
1 y’r and 6 mos. 
14 years 
3 years 
2 years 
2 years 
l y’r and 6 mos. 

Stealing - 
Do ... 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

False pretences 
Stealing 
Arson ... 
Stealing - 

Do 
Do 
Do ... 

Burglary - - - 
False pretences 
Stealing ... 

Do ... 
Burglary and larceny 
Stealing 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Shoemaking. 
Do. 

Laborer. 
Shoemaking. 

Do! 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Washing & mending. 
Shoetnaking. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do - 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Washing & mending. 

Pardoned Dee. 7, 1843. 

I 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Whole number of prisoners in the penitentiary since January 1, 1843 - - - 93 
Discharged at the end of sentence ------ -26 
Pardoned ----------4 

— 30 

Now in the penitentiary ------- 63 

HOW EMPLOYED. 

Shoemaking 
Washing and mending 
Carpentry 
Laborers 
Cooking 
Baking 
Painting 
Tailoring 
Servants 
B room-making 

i certify that the foregoing is a true list of the prisoners sentenced to, and confined in, the pen¬ 
itentiary for the District of Columbia, with their occupations, &e. 

W. WHEATLY, 
Clerk of the Penitentiary, D. C. 

to
 t
o

 W
tO

tn
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No. 3. 

Penitentiary, D. C., January, 1844. 
Gentlemen : I beg leave to lay before you my annual report for the 

year ending on the 31st day of December, 1843. 
The number of prisoners on the commencement of that year was sixty- 

two, (62;) which was communicated to you in my last report. There 
have been received during the year thirty-one, (31 ;) twenty-six (26) have 
been discharged on the expiration of their terms of service; and four (4) 
have been reprieved by Executive clemency—leaving, on the beginning 
of this year, sixty-three, (63;) making the aggregate, within the year 
1843, of ninety three, (93,) who have been occupied as follows: 
Shoe-making ------- 72 
Carpentery ------- 2 
Broom-making ------- 2 
Tailoring -------- 1 
Cooking -------- 2 
Baking -------- 2 
Painting -------- 1 
Washing and mending, (women) ----- 5 
Laborers -------- 3 
Servants -------- 3 

93 
Of whom five (5) were females, who were kept entirely separate from the 
males. 

The general health of the prisoners has been good. For particulars, I 
refer you to the report of the physician, who has been faithful and atten¬ 
tive in the discharge of his duties. 

The chaplain has discharged his duties with his usual zeal; from 
which I have every reason to believe much good has and will result. 
For the moral and religious advancement of the prisoners, I refer you to 
his report. 

The general deportment of the prisoners has been such as to meet my 
approbation; and it affords me much pleasure in stating that there has 
not been discovered a single instance of disorder or disturbance; which 
must be attributed to the evident improvement in their morals and tem¬ 
pers, as, also, to the assiduous and faithful discharge by the several offi¬ 
cers of their duties. 

In closing this communication, permit me, gentlemen, to tender to you 
my acknowledgments for your prompt and efficient co-operation with me 
in the government of the institution. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. DADE, Warden. 

To the Board of Inspectors 
Of the Penitentiary for the, District of Columbia. 

No. 4. 

Hospital Department, 
Penitentiary, D. C, January 4, 1844. 

Gentlemen : In pursuance of law, the following is respectfully sub¬ 
mitted as the annual report of this department. 
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With some few exceptions, the diseases under which the prisoners 
have labored this year, have been very similar in their character to those 
of the last. There have been, I think, more frequent demands for medi¬ 
cal aid than usual, though the diseases have been all of a manageable 
character. The scarlet fever made its appearance amongst us, in a mild 
form ; but, by isolating the prisoners immediately, it was prevented from 
spreading. The epidemic influenza prevailed extensively amongst the in¬ 
mates during the summer—affecting almost every man at the same time. 
It gives me pleasure to state the fact, that this year we have not lost a 
single prisoner by death. The state of the prison, as to cleanliness, is 
very gratifying, and does much credit to the warden and his officers, to 
whom I cannot omit this opportunity of tendering my thanks for their ef¬ 
ficient co-operation with me in all matters concerning the health of the 
prisoners. 

With great respect, I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
N. YOUNG, M. D., 

Physician and Surgeon to Penitentiary D. C. 
To the Board op Inspectors 

Of the Penitentiary for the District of Columbia. 

No. 5. 

Washington, January 1, 1844. 
Gentlemen : It affords me pleasure to report to you the good conduct 

of the prisoners during the past year. I cannot speak too highly of their 
deportment during religious services. Not in a single instance have I 
been interrupted in the discharge of my official duty. I also have the 
pleasure of stating that the Sunday school is in successful operation; and, 
with the aid of some of the prisoners, (who act as teachers,) much may be 
expected from it, in improving the minds of many whose education has 
been neglected; some have, during the past year, progressed from their 
letters to a knowledge of reading. We now have the evidence in this in¬ 
stitution of its fitness, as a place of correction, to those unfortunate indi¬ 
viduals, many of whom, I doubt not, will hereafter make useful members 
of society. 

I think it due to Mr. Dade, (the warden,) and the officers under him, 
to state, that much of the good effected has been brought about by their 
good discipline; which is well adapted to the wants and condition of the 
prisoners. 

Yours, respectfully, 
JOHN B. FERGUSON, Chaplain. 

To the Board of Inspectors 
Of the Penitentiary for the District of Columbia. 
2 
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